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What the inspector will look at: Required Inspections  

 

REMINDER: 

Permits are only issued after plan review. The time required to conduct this review will  
depend on the completeness of the information we receive in the application and plans.  

1.  Pool Structure.   
 IN GROUND POOLS (Basket) 

• Made after the pool has been excavated and cleaned of all loose soils, debris, and organic matter all re-
quired forms are in place and properly supported 

• All drain and circulation piping is in place and under required test. 
• All reinforcement steel is in place, properly tied, and supported with concrete bricks or approved chairs to 

guarantee the required 3” minimum cover. 
• All electrical conduits, lighting fixtures (or shells), etc are in place and properly supported. 
• All supports or sockets for ladders, diving boards, etc are in place and properly supported. 
• The Basket is completely ready for shotcrete. 
• For in ground pools not constructed as above (vinyl liners, fiberglass shell), the manufacturer’s installa-

tion instructions, NSPI Installation Standards, and/or structural installation plans sealed by a Michigan 
Registered Design Professional must be on site at all times during construction. 

 ABOVE GROUND POOLS 
 Made after erection of the pool structure and before any structural members and connections are covered. The 

installer must provide safe access to all areas of the pool, have the Manufacturer’s installation instructions on 
site at all times, and be ready to perform any tests of connections required by the inspector. 

 
2. Circulation/Drain Piping Test.  To be  made with a basket inspection listed above. A water pressure test of 1½ 

times (150%) the maximum operating pressure is required. Bypass the pool equipment and do not exceed the 
piping maximum test pressure for the piping. 

 Exceptions 
• Air pressure test of not less than 35 psi (if allowed by the piping manufacturer) 
• Listed pre-fabricated package pool assemblies do not require pressure tests.  
 

3. Electrical Bonding. Made when all metal parts of a pool structure, deck bonding grid, and equipment is prop-
erly bonded together and ready to be covered. Note: Depending on pool design and site conditions, this in-
spection may require several trips to be completed and shall be at the inspector's discretion.  

 
4. Back Flow. Made prior to or with the final pool inspection. State law requires backflow prevention for all pools 

connected to a potable water supply. If the pool fill has an indirect connection, protection is usually not required.  
Note: Building inspectors do not make backflow inspections, but will check pool fills for compliance. Only Certi-
fied Backflow Testers can perform and Certify backflow tests. Written certification of passing the test must be 
provided to the building department before a final inspection is issued.  

 
5. Gas Piping. Made at any time during construction but before Final inspection. A gas pressure test of at least 1½ 

times (150%) the gas system operating pressure, but not less than 3 psi, is required. Piping must be under pres-
sure with a working gauge for inspection.  Note: Gas piping may not be covered or concealed without passing 
this inspection. 
 

6. Electrical System. Made at any time during construction but before Final. All of the electrical system, including 
low voltage systems, must be in place and ready for electrical rough-in inspection. The system must meet the 
requirements of NEC 680 for locations, GFCI protection, bonding, etc.  Note: Underground electrical may not be 
covered or concealed without passing this inspection. 
 

7. Permanent Fence. Must be complete, with entry warning alarms working, prior to filling the pool with water. 
May be done at anytime during construction.  Note: Construction safety barriers must remain in place until per-
manent fencing is 100%. Continued on next page… 
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IN GROUND POOLS & ABOVE GROUND POOLS 

How do I schedule a required inspection? 
Please call the inspection line and leave all informa-
tion requested in the message.  Inspection requests 
received before 4:00pm will be performed the next 
business day. 

Want to know more?  Need more help? 
We hope you found the information in this guide useful.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
us #248-624-0880  

 
Contact MISS DIG prior to digging on your 
lot. 

Required Inspections (cont.) 

Construction Details 

1-3/4” 

1-1/4” 

5’ minimum 

Opening 1/2” max 
 18” min. 

 Gate 

 2” min. 

 3” min. 4” min. 

• A fence or other permanent barrier, 
such as a wall, is required to be    
completely around the pool.  If the 
house is part of the barrier, the doors 
leading from the house to the pool 
must be protected with an alarm.   

• The fence or other barrier must meet 
the height requirements in the Michigan
Residential Code (4’ minimum).   

• Details for a chain link fence barrier is 
shown.  A 1-3/4 x 1-1/3” maximum 
opening allowed. 

• Details for a vertical fence barrier is 
shown. A 4” maximum opening al-
lowed.  

• Gate must swing outwards away from 
pool. 

Fence and Gate Barriers  

8. Pool Final. Made after the pool and all associated construc-
tion is complete and ready for use.  

• The pool must be full of water and all equipment, 
lights, ladders, steps, and other pool accessories in 
place, connected, and working as designed for a 
completed ready for use pool.  

• All permanent fences, gates, and entry warning 
alarms must be in place and working.  

• All life safety equipment must be in place.  
• All site work, walks, drives, paved areas, and land-

scaping included in the plans submitted at permit-
ting must have final inspections, and sign-off's by 
the various departments and authorities as required. 

Note for commercial pools: In addition to the City’s inspec-
tion, County Health Department Inspectors must perform 
their inspections before the City issues a final inspection
for the pool. Pool permit holders must provide the City
written proof of passing this required health de-
partment inspection, if necessary. 

4’ minimum 
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